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Brain Research: Dyslexia
“Dyslexia: Cultural Diversity and Biological Unity,” in
Science, March 2001 p.2165 by Paulesu et al.
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Note: Dyslexics who eventually
learn to read remain life-long
poor spellers!
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Gentry’s Developmental Phases

Phase O : No Letter Use

oWavy writing and loopy writing-scribbling
oChild cannot write his or her name

Phase 1: Non-Alphabetic Writing /

ORandom letters on the page
OUse of letters but no match to sounds
Olntervene if not observed by mid- Kindergarten

Phase 2: Partial Alphabetic Writing
oHMT for Humpty

oDPD for Dumpty

olntervene if not observed by the end of Kindergarten

Phase 3: Full Alphabetic Writing
oCAM for Came

oNIT for Night WO Ny

oChild writes a letter for each of the sounds
olntervene if not observed by middle 1st grade

Phase 4: Writing in Chunks of Spelling Patterns
oEVREWHAIR for Everywhere
oChild writes EV then RE in a chunk
oChild analogizes with AIR and writes WHAIR
oChild consolidates the sounds into chunks
of spelling patternsolntervene if not observed by the end of first grade
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¢ Spelling Instruction Focused
on Language, Not Memory.,.
Improves Reading and Writing

Aft American Educator

A Quarterly Journal of Educational Research and Ideas
Winter 2009 VOL. 32, No. 4

The entire issue is devoted to spelling instruction.
This is one example of how the research community
IS reasserting the importance of spelling for literacy.

This 2009 journal calls for systematic spelling
instruction from language-based spelling books that
provide grade-by-grade well-sequenced instruction.
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Hypothetical Depiction of Overlapping-
Wave Model for One Child’s Spelling
Development
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Strategy 1: Spell it like it sounds
Strategy 2: Spell it by pattern
Strategy 3: Spell it by rule
Strategy 4: Use several strategies

Strategy 5: Spell it from memory

In addition to learning patterns in the developmental phases of spelling, children use multiple strategies.
Some strategies are better than others. Children are adaptive and move to more effective strategy use if

we teach them.

Zaner-Bloser’s Spelling Connections incorporates both the

development phase model and the overlapping-wave model.

(Sharp, Sinatra, & Reynolds, 2008)

Sharp, A, Sinatra, R. & Reynolds, R. (2008). The Development of Children’s Orthographic Knowledge: A
Microgenetic Perspective. Reading Research Quarterly. Newark, NJ: International Reading Association.



